
The United States presidential election of 1916 was the 33rd quadrennial presidential election, held 

on Tuesday, November 7, 1916. Incumbent President Woodrow Wilson, the Democratic candidate, 

was pitted against Supreme Court Justice Charles Evans Hughes, the Republican candidate. After a 

hard-fought contest, Wilson defeated Hughes by nearly 600,000 votes in the popular vote and 

secured a narrow majority in the Electoral College by winning several swing states with razor-thin 

margins. Wilson's re-election marked the first time that a Democratic Party candidate had won two 

consecutive Presidential elections since Andrew Jackson won re-election in the 1832 election. 

The election took place while Mexico was going through the Mexican Revolution and Europe was 

embroiled in World War I. Public sentiment in the still neutral United States leaned towards the 

British and French (Allied) forces, due to the harsh treatment of civilians by the German Army, which 

had invaded and occupied large parts of Belgium and northern France. However, despite their 

sympathy with the Allied forces, most American voters wanted to avoid involvement in the war, and 

preferred to continue a policy of neutrality. Wilson's campaign used the popular slogan "He kept us 

out of war" to appeal to those voters who wanted to avoid a war in Europe or with Mexico. 

The progressive Hughes criticized Wilson for not taking the "necessary preparations" to face a 

conflict, which served to strengthen Wilson's image as an anti-war candidate. The Republicans had 

supported a moderate interventionist policy under the previous three administrations, while no 

Democratic president had presided over a major war since James Knox Polk with the Mexican-

American War. 

Despite the narrow margin of his win, the 1916 election saw an increase in Wilson's popular vote 

from his election in 1912, when he won in a landslide in the Electoral College. Wilson accomplished 

this due to the split in the Republican vote in 1912 between William Howard Taft and Theodore 

Roosevelt, the former Republican president who was ran as a Progressive. In 1916, conservative and 

progressive Republicans were largely united under the moderate Hughes in their bid to oust Wilson. 

However, Wilson attracted many voters who had earlier supported Roosevelt. It is one of only three 

elections in which a nominee was elected president without the support of his state of residence 

(New Jersey). The other two were James Knox Polk (Tennessee, 1844) and Richard Nixon (New 

York, 1968). Wilson, however, did win his state of birth (Virginia), like Nixon (born in California), but 

unlike Polk (born in North Carolina). 
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